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| gained better understanding of the court’s role in anti-corruption cases:
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Notes on certain terms

* Ajudge is in control when he maintains general courtroom decorum, holds counsel to the highest
levels of compliance with the rules, grants adjournments only for valid reasons and not more times
than is permitted by the rules.

**You can tell that a judge is unprepared if for instance s/he comes to court without having read the
case file and relevant law, or easily grants adjournments for flimsy reasons.

*** A prosecutor betrays his or her unpreparedness when he/she betrays a firm grasp of the

case/facts and applicable law,a charge or information sheet is found to be defective or the
prosecution fails to ensure that processes have been properly filed, court directives have been
complied with and that prosecution witnesses are in court if the case was set down for the
prosecution’s case.

% Indications that the defence attorney is unprepared could include gimmicks that are intended
to prevent the court from proceeding with the hearing as scheduled, unscheduled interlocutory
applications, failure to produce defence witnesses, etc.

FEHEE A judge holds legal counsels accountable when s/he does not accommodate flimsy excuses
for adjournments, ensures that timelines are kept and a tight lead is kept on adjournments by
upholding the provisions of ACIA and practice directions relating to court room delays and
adjournments. His or her ability to “enforce the rules show that s/he retains control of the
proceedings and would were necessary, remonstrate parties and counsel for holding up
proceedings. The judge may also issue consequential orders, order costs where justified, and ensure
that his/her orders are complied with.
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